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our purpose

The Sudan Studies Association (SSA) is an independent pro-
fessional society founded in the United States in 1981. Mem-
bership is open to scholars, teachers, students, and others with
interest in the Sudan. The Association exists primarily to pro-
mote Sudanese studies and scholarship. It maintains a coopera-
tive relationship with the Institute of African and Asian Stud-
ies, University of Khartoum. SSA works to foster closer ties
among scholars in the Sudan, North America, Europe, Africa,
the Middle East, and other places. Normal activities of the SSA
include the publication of this Newsletter, organizing meetings
for the exchange of ideas, and recommending research candi-
dates for affiliation with appropriate institutions of higher edu-
cation in the Sudan. The Association also sponsors panels and
programs during the meetings of other academic organizations.
It occasionally publishes the proceedings of its annual meet-
ings in book form.

join us

Membership: Membership is for each academic calendar year
which entitles the subscriber to receive all the issues of the
SSA Newsletter, and to discounted registration rates for attend-
ing the annual meetings of the Association.

Available categories of member- For information about membership,

ship change of address, registration for meetings,
Regul ar éééé. $ 30 .00Hackissues of SSA publications, please
Life member shi p céntactthe ExécutideMirector. Financial and

Nonprofit Or g. 06s éother Don&iGne: THe @SA is legally incorpo-

Or g . 0 s rated as $nbgrdiit. makihg organization.
Thus all contributions and other donations
are taxexempt. Your gift is appreciated.

FORMER SSA PRESIDENTS

200507 Ali b. Ali Dinar 198990 Constance Berkley
200305 Michael Kevane 198889 Ismail Abdallah
200002 Abdallahi Ali Ibrahim 198788 Jay Spaulding
199800 Ann Lesch 198687 James Sultan
199698 Ahmed EiBashir 198586 David Sconyers
199496 Nelson Kasfir 198485 C. FluehiLobban
199294 M | Shoush 198384 James Hudson
199192 Milton Coughenour 198283 Ahmed EiBashir
199091 C. FluehiLobban 198182 Richard Lobban
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Reminder:

Sudan Studies Association
27th Annual Conference
May 16-18, 2008

Sudan Studies Association
Aihagual Sty dpaar

Hosted at: Florida State University, Tallahassee, Florida

Theme:
Sudan’s Wars and Peace Agreements
Registration and Accommodation information at: http://www.sudanstudies.org
Guest Speakers:
Alex DeWaal, noted author on Darfur
Suleiman Baldo, human rights activist

The next few years will be decisive for Sudan's future as it resolves its protracted confligts.
Currently two peace agreements are being implemented: the Comprehensive Peace Agreement
(CPA) and the Eastern Sudan Peace Agreement (ESPA). The Darfur Peace Agreement (DPA)
is unfulfilled and events in the border areas with Chad are changing daily. The attempted coup
in Ndjamena and potential for a wider, international dimension of the war are ominous.

A Do these agreements address the root |causes
1 What are the root causes of the probtesultural, historical, economic, political,
environmental, ethnic, etc.?

A What is the current status of the i mp/ll ement
A How are the human rights provisions i|ln the
A Does all of this lead to the creation of th

vocabulary? What are the roles of the ifib@arfurian Dialogue, intré&southern Dialogue,

and other talks aimed at promoting reconciliation at various levels of society? How will the

marginalized majority in rural Eastern Sudan avoid continued tnegeesentation given

the preponderant political domination of the East with the Khartoum establishment?
A What transformations are taking place in th

conflicts over the construction of dams at Meroe and Kajbar? In addition to the new dams,

what other controversial major projects in Sudan are being planned?

Registration forms and fees are available at the SSA website and should be sent to:
Dr. Richard Lobban, Executive Director, Sudan Studies Association, Rhode Island Collgge,
600 Mt. Pleasant Ave., Providence, RI 02908. The Program Organizer is Dr. Stephanie
Beswick, Ball State Universitgl{eswick@bsu.edluThe head of the local arrangements
committee is Dr. Peter Garretson, Florida State Universityafret@mailer.fsu.equ
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passages 1927), his works include academic research in
Arabic on the economic policies and the wars
. of the Mahdiya, Islam and politics in Sudan,
A tribute t®daSieshi@uitiés onShe modern history of
leading historian: Sudan, the history of Sudanese communist
party, and an academic guide on the history of
Mohamed Al-Gadal Europe. He also published psytisiorical
works on Imam @llahdi of Sudan and Gadal

By Mahgoub EI-Tigani* Pasha a Sudanese instructor in Hadramut.
Tennessee State University The Gadal school of thought has been consis-
7 tently developed via strict adherence to an ob-
(Reprinted from SudanTribune jective mode of analysis exploring a Marxist tra-
Tuesday 8 January 2008.) dition of dialectical historicism, as well as en-

_ B forcing a remarkable application of liberal aca-
(editords note: LooKkdemiesin dcdted of pablished! Worksf HisMe-h a me
Al-Ga d dhedite and Career of theiMéiidi search goals aimed apparently to provide a
i ssueds Reviews and (d@Eg ddbadckdseucifetof the bterial

_ discourse of the Sudanese economic and politi-
Before his departure, today the 6th of Januggy experiences through authenticated docu-
2008, Prof ess oiGadduba meidtionofHis@rd evénts.
lished a few articles in theMatlan journal on \any of his readers often shared the impres-
the October Uprising (Revolution) in 1964.  sjon that his wetesearched works seemed to
Clearly restating his londfe commitment to pe guided by a vision on a possible flourishing
authenticate with scientific research recurriggure for an independently unified and pros-
lessons of the Sudanese historical resistancgeasus nation free of both local and external
well as contemporary endeavors, to combat g3¢onages. For example, TarikiSuadan al
defeat dictatorial governance, irrespective |pf d i t h t he Gadal &s di
apparent weaknesses of opposition groups(@printed 2002), exemplifies his lifetime com-
any propagandist appearance of ruling partiggment to promote a clear understanding of
akGadal latest articles signify the authenticlye Sudanese mode of development in response
predominance, and collective nature of the &lvibrant potentialities of the diverse commu-
danese political nationalism over all source Ry of the People of Sudan whose struggles

local or external domination. _ never ceased to determine their own march of
Born in Sinkat of Eastern Sudan in 1935, N@'e conomi¢¢c and p o |l i ti cal g

hamed %mbgmduatmnn the Universan or foreign monopo“esl

sity of Khartoum in 1958, obtained his MA d¢n so doing, the Sudanese people have been

gree from California in 1964, and had his PRDy hj pi t i ng uni que charact
from UoK in 1981. He taught in Sudanese hlgho for ei gn domi nat  on, o a
secondary schools, high institutes of educatigidal, supported by a continuous political po-
University of Khartoum, and the University gf e nt i a | to conduct oOrevol
6Aden. He was di smi 8s&fien rhahif@sied iM Hisforicdl &/éhts GinBef € €
times in 1971, 1981, and 1992 by- anie occurrence of certain social conditions

democratic regimes. (including possibilities of structural transforma-

Gadal published 20 books on the modern higsns, as well as the availability of appropriate

tory of Sudan, besides works on aspects of ghg pul ar |l eader ships) t o r
history of Hadramut. Added to his Englisthe independent growth of the Sudan over na-

book on The Dawn of Pan Africanism (390@ i o nal i st domi nation or
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The experiences of Sudan against the earlier News and Notes
Turko-Egyptian rule, the warlike oppressive

Mahdiya, and timgeraisté Ny EeQ €430 san@ict i ons f o
movement in the British colonial era testifiedgection of cultural heritage

this trend. . }
Based on this mental schemata, the Gé\'aaTSUdanese Nubia

analysis of the Sudanese historical experiences

in the modern times of national upheav&l¥,Lise Macdonald
namely the Turk&gyptian, Mahdism, British

rule, and the independence episodes extract

from objective materials (rather than personal /A .
views) the possible historical codes that might —————— .
well explain the determined stages of Sudanes :
national behavior in the 18th century through- .
out the 19th and the first half of the 20ieth cen- :
tury. .
The patriotic context of the-Gladal works has ) _ .
been clearly underlying strict adherence to ob- United Nations .
jective analysis and authentic research. HiEducational, Scientificand -
works will continue to enlighten both Sudanese Cultural Organization .
and foreign scholars of history, as well as stu- s
dents of unity and progression in the social and Organisation
political transformations of Sudamhe won- des Nations Unies °
derful land of the socially diverse Sudanese! pour I'éducation, .
1 The author is a sociologist at the Departm :

Social Work & Sociology in Tennessee Stat la science et la culture .

versity, Nashville TN, USA. He can be (gggismto

at:emehawari@hotmail.com Culture Sector

Division of Cultural Objects and Intangible
Heritage

Section of Museums and Cultural Objects

In 1959 the Sudanese and Egyptian Govern-
ments requested UNESCO to assist their
countries in the protection and rescue of the
archaeological monuments of Nubia which

would have been flooded by the raising wa-

ters of River Nile, due to the construction of

the Aswan High Dam. The Diredclor

General launched an appeal on 8 March
1960 oto government s, i
and private foundations and all persons of
goodwi I I 6, requesting t
contributions to save the Nubian monu-

ments and sites from certain destruction.

This appeal initiated theternational Campaign
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National Council of Antiquities Museum Officials, UNESCO representatives and conservation trainees
pose with the Minister of Culture (center) in front of the Sudan National Museum, Khartoum. Taken at
closing ceremony of UNESCO conservation training course. (photo: Jan. 08, courtesy L. Macdonald)

to Save the Monuments qf Wiicia proved UNESCO restored its permanent galleries,
to be unprecedented in its scope atite storages and the shelters protecting the
achievements. It was to last for 20 yedksu bi an templ es | ocated
and ended on 10 March 1980 as a complgaeden. UNESCO carried out several capac-
and spectacular success. The Sudaneseitiusuilding activities in different fields of
bian temples saved from destruction weareiseum studies and provided the National
partially relocated in the National Museu@orporation of Antiquities and Museums
of Sudan, constructed for this occasion (NCAM)
Khartoum in the mi 0 6 s . with extensive documentation and publica-
tions on preservation of cultural heritage.
In light of the important legacy of timger-
national Campaign to Save the MonumenEsiah&more, UNESCO organised in 2005,
biaand long lasting collaboration with San assessment mission of archaeological
dan, UNESCO more recently concentratsttes in Egyptian and Sudanese Nubia, in-
its actions on the rehabilitation of the Naolving representatives from the Supreme
tional Museum of Sudan. Since 20@ouncil of Antiquities (SCA) in Egypt and
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NCAM in Sudan. This mission resulted
the signature of demorandum of Unders
ingbetween Egypt and Sudan in the fieldf
cultural heritage and represented the f&
bilateral agreement between both authori
for the preservation of this foremost sha
cultural heritage. An exhibition on the NF %8
bian archaeological sites was preparec +
UNESCO and presented in its Headqu
ters in Paris, at the
Nubia Museum in Aswan and during t
2006 African summit in Khartoum.

In 2003, the inscriptioon the World Heri-
tage List of the sites of Gebel Barkal &
the Napatan region marked an importe
step for the recognition of Sudanese Nub
archaeological sites. Consequen
UNESCO concentrated its activities on Geraduate, University of Juba

bel Barkal 6s site ymggaMdyrdnflield Us¥ & 'sieRue d
jointly with the NCAM the latest project ofqyn During this visit they traveled to Juba,
a Nubia Museum in Wadi Halfa, near Lakgth Sudan where they were hosted by their
Nasser. friend Hoth Chan who is working with the
United Nations Development Program Rule
Since Sudandos 1959 oplRW Srdett fof Qout) DiEal. Ghey mdt h e
Organization has continuously aimed #gany southern notables, and made helpful
protect its outstanding cultural inheritangentacts at the University of Juba where they
and raise international awareness on thevase delighted to find some old copies of the
sential value of these sites, a shared herigagtan Studies Association Newsletter from
of humankind. the 1980s. They paid their respects at the Me-
morial to national hero John Garang located
- just next to the newly refurbished parliament
/Q building for the Government of South Sudan
(GOSS). Thanks to the generosity of their
Sudan Visit hosts they were able to tour the city and its
surrounding areas where many of the decisive

SSA Executive Director Richard Lobban agyents leading to the historic CPA occurred.
Carolyn FlueRtobban, SSA Bulletin editorVe visited the conference room in the Hotel
traveled to Sudan in January of 2008. CardR@a where peace negotiations between the
was completing research relating to her st and SPLM took place on a regular basis.
of the national and regional status of ShafR@mnants of military campaigns are evident,
after the signing of the CPA, and Richard wegPecially around the strategic Jebel Kujur
completing arrangements for a new archaBils outside of Juba town, where tellingly
logical field excavation at Abu Erteila, neariod bur ban omi ddl e cl assb6
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Memorial to national hero John Garang, Juba Sign at Entry to Garang Memorial
(photos, R. and C. Lobban, Jan. 2008)

constructed in the same area. The Juba bedge to be hosted by the newly formed Sudan
heading to Uganda is in active use but stibtindies Society (SSS, see below) sometime in
need of repair. The town is bustling but t@09. Announcement of the formation of the
economy is still a dependent pmmtflict one SSS was made by Dr. Yusef Fadl Hasan at the
where all essential food and fuel commodiftednternational Joint Conference of the SSA
are imported from either Kenya or Ugandad SSS/UK. More details about future con-
GOSS ministries are active and are functienrences will follow in subsequent issues of the
ing in newly renovated buildings from tBelletin.

former regional government infrastructure

that was put into place after the Addis Ab&aCUS ON NEW NGOs

peace accords of the period 1832How- Carolyn Fluehtobban has met with several
ever, more Ethiopians and Kenyans are ei-the literally hundreds of new Ron
ployed in the service areas of the many haelernmental organizations that are currently
that have sprung up to accommodate the mpsrating inside Sudan. For practical purposes
-CPA UN and norgovernmental aid workersiost are located in the capital city, but many
who have come to Juba. New roads are bbange branches in the cities and towns of Su-
built all over town and river traffic hasrd-ands 26 st ates. She r e
sumed for the needs of the many displattes issue with others to follow. Members and
persons who were affected by the long dn@nds of the SSA are urged to write their own
war. Despite the obvious challenges aheadtributions reporting on the work of these
optimism is widespread and there is moatiivist international and Sudanese organiza-
talk of the future rather than the past. tions.

In Khartoum the Lobbans met with marSUWEP, Sudanese Women Empowerment for
friends of the SSA, including old friend DReace, was founded in 1997 as a national net-
Ali Suleiman Fadlalla of the University wbrk of women working toward peace in Su-
Khartoum Law School, and new friend Ran. | met with SUWEP Director Fahima
Osman Mohamed Osman who attended Heeshim and Program Coordinator Zaynab EI-
last SSA conference in Philadelphia. Theysdso at their Khartoum office. Funded by the
learned of plans for an international confgovernment of The Netherlands, the stated
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mission is to promote a culture of peace and

nontviolence in the country. Nine groups,

five in Khartoum and four in South Sudan

have been organi zed i n the organizationos
decade of work, and they collaborate with

civic organizations such as Southern Women

for Peace, Civil Society Network, Nuba

Women for Peace, the National Democratic

Alliance, the SPLM; SPLM and United

Group, t he Sudan Peopl ebds Devel opment
Front Womenads Gr o-up, and ot her non
partisan groups. SUWEP organizes training

sessions and workshops periodically, primarily

between northern and southern groups. They

maintain a library for public use and would

like SSA members to know that they would

appreciate donations of books, particularly

those dealing with feminist theory, peace

buil ding, and the enhancement of womenos
capacity in society and politics. One of their

sloganl@ bnkr hNgooMNdmd ybagi ve us our

rights!o provides an excellent summary of t
mi ssion of one of Sudands women waging
peace movements.

SUWEP leaders Zaynab Elsawi and Fahima
Hashim, Khartoum office, January 2008
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jahilyya 6 Whet her we accept t
; | mportance to note that
Articles usurping social forces and intrusive institutions
that destroyed Sinnar may be broadly character-
: : i zed as 3bucthenmore, Sdaulding alsé
Sinnar Dun.ng ) guoted a visitor to the court of the Sultan of Sin-
four Centuries: nar in the seventeenth century and noted that he
Reuveni, 0is called a Turk [ Muslim
t he | aws ol otherhwerds,they dids . 6

Krump am_j i not seem to have been fully Islamized at the time
Schuver visit of his visit.
Sinnar: 1523 - _ _ _
1883 | David Reubeni [hereafter Reuveni] was, ac-
: cording to Hillelson, a Jewi sh oadven
who traveled to Sinnar ar
Prepared for SSA Annual meeting, Uni- Dungas in 1523. Reuveni 6s
versity of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Hebrew and the original diary was at the
May 07 Bodleian library from where it presumably disap-
By Gabriel R. Warburg peared after 1867. However, an edited transcript
University of Haifa of the original MS was published in Oxford

in1887 and in Berlin in 1892. Whether he was a
Sinnar (or Sennar) was the capital of the FuBerman Jew, as claimed by Neubauer, or the
Sultanate until the Turgfgyptian conquest of manuscript was a transcript of an oral presenta-
the Sudan in 1821. However, according 1o tion in another language, taken down by a Ger-
the late Prof. Peter mihJetl ad daimédb§ otitess,awad imrasefial I € C
of Funj traditions date only from the late eightfor Hillelson at the time. It was also immaterial
eent h tFreom{abagyt §Vad Dayfallah, whether he was an adventurer and an impostor,
written before the TureBgyptian conquest of or took part in the Shlomo Molcho Jewish mes-
Sudan, we know when Sinnar was founded: sjanic movement, as stated by the noted histo-
rian of the Jewish people, Graetz. What was sig-

Know that the Funj possessed nificant for Hillelson and is presented in his pa-
the land of the Nuba and over- per is that his information on the Funj and on
came it at the beginning of the Sinnar in 1523 seems accurate and that he could
tenth century, in the year 910 not have obtained it without traveling to that
(15045), and founded the town region. Reuveni traveled disguised abaaif

o f Sinnar . 0 A ma rf@m MéttaWHich &xplains the honor granted to
founded i him in the newly Islamized Funj Kingdom,

whose king treated %him as
Thus we have to rely to a large extentontrav@lp ar t from hi s stay with

erso6 accounts to gai Bfthe Fdnjo isTtRdcriptof of SiAnar€afd Hal € r
riods. | have chosen the evidence of threRe yveni 8s | at er meeting v
lesser known travelers as a source for my cyphich seem to be narrated honestly, the rest of

rent paper. First a few introductory words renjs manuscript contains little of interest.

garding Sinnar. I n his IHefdtdeScibBsehis ktip frotnitHe R&Ig € i T
Sinnar o6, Prof. Jay SgeUd Sinhah Froe Sadvakim $Suakif] Réuvehih e
riod, approximately between 12830, j oi ned a merchants® camel

Oi nvites compar Hsamio dome 3toboecamrlE, vith wihidh heetraveled for
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two months _until he arArived in Sheba. Ther 'F@?Iably the most important source we have on
me t King O6Amar-8B] |

. na ] He’otonial HistoR*of Sudan. Spaulding
dwells on the Nile and his Kingdom is Sh‘?ﬁ%btes Krum% s describing Sinnar in 1700 as

the capital of whi ¢hyenSstchbsthopbiifaf and frd&erdds towri d

a black king who rules both over blacks a5 and "close to being the greatest trading
whi t Hesfurther tells us about the man

Yté/."-l3 He provides details on the structure and
slaves he encountered who formed an essgalidnctioning of the Funj Sultanate at the time

part of Funj SOC'eté(ndgivgselrﬂe?e&iﬂgldﬁtéénth% ghuvent
decline of presents gl M coffeltd espebidly thal'df Faved.f 0 U |
virgin slhave girls @y wd faccdrd gt@oupr_é‘clﬁr&sgn%itheﬁé" d t
messenger who deliv %fe&s&lnt dorRp&r®n Rofd difted whitbr@Histac-t h e n
these slave boys and g_lrls as a present fro QWit is centered on his o(yvn "virtues" and on,

lord the king. o Althauddori efathdicdchrisfafid, Which! T €
llates that his 0900 g hdhdLPrancRdarfnfisdibnhr{ Wak thePohn? S S €
be the Lord who s aVgGeidhGhiefal Ra@hotcd e dodnled - O

Therefore, he presented the slaves as a presgnt |, o | 0 Krumpds Ostr ﬁ ie Pn

. ~ . " r
to the king6s wife JB what hedhimself lexpdtidn€ed §rd twhat

you as a gift of goeulill. | desire nothing iy ¢+ o r mants he trusted t ol

return and | give you forgiveness of sins anghgcerning Sudan itself exhibits substantial
good pl ac eAfternen panthsamthi- s &.4014i | i t v . 6 _ _

King O0Amarah Reuveni I eoh § méqu§/Mé cardhntwkh whicks o | ¢
servant emoute to Sinnar, which they reachgd,, traveled arrived in Sinnar, capital of the

after eight daysthere he met ObadiaBi¢l. rynj kingdom. In this kingdom it is customary

the Kingds agent, Wgeaddhdof thd6uf vicdrdydtas Patrdn fand @ M -

other slave as well as with three camels 1At jegit fathers chose Shaykh Arbab Adam.
company him on his way to Egypt. dTo [Shaykh Arbab Adam] w

Hillelson quoted a paper written QY cjean mirror, a pair of razors, a sugar hat, a few
AZ. E_shkoll, a scholar from Jerusalem, Qces of soap, some pe?ﬁfr’ a handful of little
claimed that most O fhaREislaf s, Tifnamoh Baks doffed, Rrld W a ¢
purely imaginary. Eshkoli claimed that the béﬁk me confectionery. o rﬁ 28
0f Reuveni s descri il iy 1968 Rumfh Sid hid (10w hidsbnh € 0 1
temporary literary sources and that the mafisq \yere summoned to the royal Funj palace to
script was fabricated for political reastng,qet the king. The palace complex is built out of
Aharon Eshkoli later went on to Paris, Londg; yjii ynud knitted together with straw and
and to the Vatican in Romelnordertostu(%ng_ 6 The rooms are dark
relevant documents about David-Riauveni \, ;¢ with high ceilings. They have no furniture at
and to translate his manuscript which was then | except for omats of p
at the Bodleian Library in Oxford. Eshkoli also, ¢ a large earthen jar |
summarized his views on Reuveni in his bgok | v e as a drinking vesse
on oMessianic Movemendesvelt kidg his Aof ledtimateWhEs nfs N e
claims that to begin with Rae u v e ni G,Sp,ngrbdM8ncubines, and his children. The
were political and military, and that his cla received them, surrounded by a number of
to messianism came only after his long Sol%lllfg/khs and guarded by thirty slaves. He spoke
in Portugat! to them in Arabic and asked them about the pur-

Il o0The Sudanese Tr - 0
Kr u nfp70002)12 is according to Prof. Ja ¥e§)1§h§rdtnp.f1ta:r;e?/ %Ii?rﬁﬁ?a%ﬁ;e?/ v;/erea nd w

Spaulding, the best account of Sinnar %nﬁr i stendomod [Europe]. The
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king with many pr es &hnaprise of fldvéesiis na & setpmce agdehence

gawso p.284), with wlaigairtng may gowafer same time. Howeeey s e d

and indicated that they could stay as long &ump mentions the following prices for slaves

they wished and leave whenever theywantee 0l d i n the market of Sin
price of a male fiftegrearold slave is thirty

DESCRIPTION OF SINNAR florins, or if he is welbrmed, [p.286], forty. A

00One should know t h afemaleslavg adf this age, if sheisiof clearsomt ar a

Moorish lands are concerned, Sinnar is closefi@xion, is sold for fifty or sixty. At times, espe-

being the greatest trading city. Caravans are cially in the case of Ethiopian girls, they are sold

continually arriving from Cairo, Dongola, Nu-f or e% ghty . 6

bia, from across the Red Sea, from India, [Dar]

Fur , Borno, the Fezzan,

According to Krump, Sinnar is as populated as

Cairo, and has a religiously and ethnically mixed

population. It holds a public market every day

in the central square wherein one can buy prac-

tically everything. Krump describes the slave

trade undertaken at this market at some length:

[pp.2856]6

Kramp gowdetumete thekcouri g d o ms . 6
of the kings of Sinnar:

When a king in Sinnar dies they

choose another, and they do it

in the following manner. All the

shaykhs and the other highest

noblemen of the kingdom as-

semble; they elect one of the

royal princes, born to either a

Furthermore, every day at the legitimate wife or a concubine,

public market human beings
who are slavBsmen and
women of every age are sold like
cattle. Every day two or three
hundred of them are led out
onto the square. Turkish mer-
chants, with the permission of
their law, make them serve their
wantonness, and then sell them
to other lands such as Egypt
and India; great are their-ill
gotten gains! Those under
twelve years of age are as naked
as God sent them into the
world; the older ones have an
old rag about the body to cover
their private parts. When they
are sold people say to the re-
sponsi ble party,
sl aves. 6 Then
without shyness or shame, looks

them over like cattle, at their ki ssed the Kingbds foot.
mouth and teeth, and the whole into the town and gathered in the [p.287] cen-

body. If one pleases him he lays tral square, (Obigger tha
out the valueé ni choé), where the wel comi

and name him king. All the
other [princes], who are still
confined in the palace, they then
kil |l with |l ancesé
so that there will be no rebellion
against the king among the
many princes, nor any division

of the realm; the peace of the
kingdom is preserved. [p.286]

The Shaykh of Qarri who rules over the

kingdom of Nubia up to the Red Sea, is a sub-
ject of the King of Sinnar and pays him an an-
nual tribute, consisting of hundreds of slaves,
horses, camels, and a large sum of money. He
arrived in Sinnar with his guards and accompa-
nying travelers on 7 May 1701. The King of
Sinnar rode out of the city to meet him, accom-
papied byhhig conrt solgdigrspagdeseveral hun-
t hared slaves agmed itk lances. Upon meeting
each other the Shaykh of Qarri dismounted and

ing of dances by the female slaves antikear
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games by the males. These games also inclutiggb, and its garrison surrendered. "As usual,
the king and t he s h ath&fdl of the fbwnevaskthie signal foriamesies loff  wii
his soldiers rode against the shaykh of Qarri &sutal atrocities and crueléés.
if they wanted to fight each other, but all was in Schuver casts some doubts as to the
di sorder. OFinal |l y t populatioo figees pf Senaandriring tbe Tarki- e n d
with a blast from a small figdtece, the whole yya.
strength of thiseBomi ghty king. 6[ pthds ®eer supposed that there
was a population of more than
1 Juan Maria Schuver traveled in Africa in 100,000 souls during the period

the years 18888, and visited Sinnar the former of its apogee. Allow me to point

capital of the Funj, some sixty years after its out t hat Khart ouméha
conquest by the Turdegyptians and just fol- been for 40 years the capital of

| owi ng Muhammad Ahaladadsannempre teretsnesathieisienof a s

-mahdi ahuntazan June 188%2.He is intro- the ancient Funj country, has

duced to the reader as @ony manggedtoreaohtathodof Amst er -
dam: a new travel er éwh othip figure, gtemdy henthabwet he i n -
terior of the Turcdegyptian Sudan and beyond should settle for a proportionate

in 1881.0[xxi] I n April redu@ié2or gdod dideSerharhuver wa
on his way to Gumuz, less than a year after the [3256]

manifestation of Muhammad Ahmad/ahdi,

a Mahdist force attacked Sinnar, burnedsome ol | owi ng a description o
of its buildings and besieged its garrison. Luc&f the Sennarians, includingHtgjargSufis],

ily for Schuver the force was defeated and slave dealers etc. He has nothing good to tell us

driven out of Sinnar by government force led about the people of Sinnar, who sacrifice their

by Giegler Pasha, the acting govegeoera at young daughters to marriage long before they

the time[xxxiii]. Schuver, who visited Sinnar abave attained puberty. In fact he quoted a

the time, described it as the site oMbgdiri- o0 pi ous Fakiro who unhesit

yya[Provincial headquarters] which included adicent destruction of the town of Sinnar by

the Blue Nile, with about 115,000 inhabitants. [Mahdist] insurgents to the anger of Allah, irri-

Writing about the Mahdist attack in 1882 he tated by these infamies and punishing these

wrote: "The seizing of the town by the insur- c r i mi #al s éa6

gents in the month of March 82, has left no  Schuver describes Sinnar as follows:

traces." [324] In fact he claims that most of the

damage was caused by "the lower classes of the  Sennar is almost entirely con-

town itself, who profited from several days of structedinsubaked brickeéelts
anarchy which followed the departure of the mosque, flanked with a short
Arabs" and pillaged European and Turkish minaret, is the last building of

shops. In fact he carries on to state that he saw this kind on this side of the Su-
with his own eyes how the pillaged merchandise  dan. The town is in decay and

was resold by the thieves to the European mer- only owes its little activity to the
chants at "derisory prices." [325] presence of the garrison, and
As we know from other sources an at- the Mudiriya. [326]

tempt by the Mahdi to conquer Sinnar, made

on the eve of his death, in January 1885, faildd conclusion, Sinnar, once the capital of the
and Sinnar was finally conquered by MahdistFunj Sultanate, became an unimpressive little
forces belonging to tl&hadiyyander the com- town following its conquest by the Turco
mand of 'Abd aRahman aNujumi, in August Egyptian army and its later destruction during
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the Mahdiyya, following its conquest in AugustHi | | el son, 59; Reuveni o0s ¢
1885, at the beginning of the Khalifa by the arrival of a third Meccatmarifwho stated

'Abdullahi's rule It recovered only underthe t 0 ki ng 0-Reueeniwas & Jew &nd dna
Condominium, especially after the constructidfpostor. See Neubauktedieval Jewish Chroni-

of the Sennar Dam in 1924. Since World WarclgsVol. II, p. 136 _ _

its population increased considerably anditb®A - 2. Eshkol i, oDavid Reub
came a new center for the government in theH i s t Dian,yal V, (1938); Eshkoli claims that

Blue Nile region. Nowadays it is an importantR€ Ubeéni 6s description was
center for both business and agriculture. sources and that the manuscript was fabricated

for political reasons; see also A.Z. Eshkoli (ed.),

P. M. Holt, OA SudaneTeSde ‘."tsa THC '3‘:0' € The
Funj ConqgueBSOASRXII/ Su b%—&;‘“ re Manuscriptsecond edition {Jerusaiem:
(1960):112 1alik’ Institute, 1993), [in Hebrew]

2bid., p.4; Sinnar was founded by the Funj butllmx X, quotingHEsmkélbitds b

their sultans dwel't ilazgl?)ii b israq}eﬁopdipqinting%eré.lsalgrgpi t al

transferred to Sinnar in thehXf&ntury. Accord- :
ing to Arkell A History of the Sudan to 1821 12Jay Spauldind.he Sudanese Travels of Theo-

(London: Athlone Pres{@0tuERadonel iTHMIshBUPEa®s on
the Blue Nile between Singa and Rosseiris. Krump, Hoher und Fruchtbarer Palaum des

3 - ; ———
Jay Spauldinghe Heroic Ade in SinndEast Heiligen Evangelifugsburg: Georg Schulter &

L_ﬁ)r;jlr;(%:iiMIChlgan State University, 1985), xiv Martin Hapach, 1710); quotations and citations

5S. Hillelson, oDavid '”ﬂ”éj'[]gg%g humbers ﬁreﬁ%h?gm\?ﬁm&ﬁ tor
t 0 S eSNR XVI(#933):556; in Hebrew as reproducec and.trans ated by Jay .pauldlng and
manuscripts and books he is referred to as Da Hb“Shed Oﬂ'ne at: www.kean.edu/~history/
HaReuveni ; see al so G.lsrngéOPet?t g RA .0t 1;on
David Reuveni dos Visit PYOP‘E\U.H;. rAIG A 'n%%eq?. i n

1 5 2 Sudan Studies Association News|ettdr Lansing: Mlcplgar12 tact)ernleerslg,ull d)’i4 ngds i

24/3 (June 2006)T71: Revised versionudan i4Kletp
Studie§SSSUK}Number 34, (July 2006)3a0  ransiation.

6 Spain was at the time in much of a turmoil l\SQDu ot ec_;l ft rom S?a u lhd It n %O? tl |
since the crowning of King Charles I in 1516 wgs. escriptl o.n ° wha et e
innaro6 p.1; Soap seems to

rather unpopular and the uprising of the Spanis , . 7 :
Comuner%spfollowed, 152(DF.)In 1235 Charlgs sought after commodity during this journey. It is

undertook an expedition to Tunis against the meengﬁ%;;ij :‘E(e)quterr%;)éézs[; gift or a form of tribute
;gunr ks, which may tie ﬂs& N edW FREC n\{ e§1p| aOuSI dgirnagnéds dte‘
‘Hillelson, 57, OAmar %fgig I%ﬁC'cjies({]inEQE‘é' It‘%ﬁ%%cgolgdilnﬁté]Kerl?meI t¥e®
gunj from 1504?353);;2uven| visited the Iélr]g- .@’qu at?%);apé’%wi” Sl gotf,g'gt f|orinp§v

om in ; accordi ng’ : : as
on the Blue Nile, eight days journey south of Sigih'(lje a goodooking female will cost one hun-
nar; see also Neubauer, (Ekdlieval Jewish red.

Chronicles(Oxford, 1887) Vol. II, p.131 BKrump obser ves ! hat | " hSi ‘
8Hillelson,58® ; t he term (‘)gopﬁ Bnée?glnhg t?aﬁ%gve I tan
lated from the Hebreyetser 4@avsee also rom spadu I ngos ransiatl
- : - the City of Sinnaro, p.1

NeubauerMedieval Jewish Chronicléd. 11, 1 ted f S | di ~ ¢
pp.1345; according to Reuveni his conscience . Quote ot from ? a ltj h ! r(':g ? N |
intervened only after one of the female slavesWag €S C Tt ption ot N ity o

viewed this military o0come

already in his bed.
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" hasstructured in a federal form with ten States un-

~ | nder it5 oontrbl. €ach Stateis dgiven & powed © Kk
~ opken its affair, notwithstanding those retained by
~ tthee GoSS under the Constitution. The Consti-
t tt®rTof théd Go¥ernment of the Southern Su-
'S dah dRiMe®l | tife pdoter Wétwebr thE ahseb
E . branches of government (Federal System of
SR | .terGovernment): the Executive, the Legislative
: and the Judiciary Branch. Each branch is an
independent from the other two branches and
at the same time intltnked with the others in
order to balance the power. And so, the Judici-
ary of the Southern Sudan is structured in such

SOUTH SUDAN & THE a way that there is one Supreme Court at the
ISSUE OF CUSTOMARY top for the whole Southern Sudan and an Ap-
peal Courts (three Appeal Courts) each repre-

LAWS senting the former three Southern Regions

*By Hoth G. Chan, JD (Greater Upper Nile, Greater B&hGhazal,

The author is a Consultant for UNDP  and Greater Equatoria), which are further di-
Rule of Law Sector in Southern Sudanyjided into ten Southern States. The govern-
ments of the ten Southern States are also struc-

An Overview tured in the same format, each with its own

The giant Republic of Africa, the Sudan is Cifzee branches of government as required by

rently facing some of the difficult choices evigls states and Constitution of the Government
in its history. The Southern part of the count

seems to be heading in the opposite directl%fnthe Southern Sudan.
(succession) while the Western part (Darfure)

has erupted into an uncontrollable volcanic fire.

Many experts in the Sudanese affairs seem to be

agreeing that this Republic has reached a point

of noreturn as far as the unity of her people is

concerned. And that the only better option afgy1re of the Judiciary of the Southern

the present would be to give the South Sudag,,yap (JOSS) as sketched by this author]
nese people some type of free choice to choose

their destination. This idea was later put e of the main and difficult tasks currently for
the test at the Machakos Peace Talks, Whigh 5 giciary of the Southern Sudan (JOSS) is to
resulted into the signing of the current COMpres ises the customary laws of roughly fifty or
hensive Peace Agreement (CPA), giving SQ{if}te ethnic groups found in the ten Southern
Sudanese the rights to vote for unity or sep%‘an States. It has to be emphasis here that

Wi *

tion in six years time. '_I'hat was the reason thern Sudan had never been a nation with
Southern Sudan was given autonomy within

\ : o mon culture, albeit, these different ethnic
Sudanese union to run its affair independen Youps fought their common enemy, the Arab
As such, the Government of the Southern !

. . oo orth, together. To come up with a uniform
dan (GOSS) came into being, which is nowdfisiomary legal system is difficult for one to

charge of the Southern Sudanese affairs.  ompark on without first going back to the colo-
nial time when the British government made

The Government of the Southern Sudan d§,qe customary practices part and parcel of the
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native courts administration in the Southé’»”
Sudan. %;'?

The Chiefds Courth

No society can govern itself without laws wh
regul ate the behavi @8
bers. Norms or customs of particular soci
develops overtime and become laws in the I
sense. The Colonial regimes upon entef
South Sudan became aware of the existed
toms of the natives and devised ways FEES—
strengthened them through ordinances, firsﬁ. _ .
the enactment ofivil Justice Ordinance of &%

(see for instaho#i, G. A: the future of Engft =
Law in the Sugldallowed by theCh i e f & '_x’)l_
Ordinance of 193hese Ordinances had ma
it possible for the natives to run their affa, <
using their customary practices as far as,
laws were concerned. In fact the Ordina
states that:

6fhe Chiefsd Court sh@dnnin @l FudRidrySchbvEiimentbrthe Nat i\
and Customs prevailing in the area over wigltn@&oush (photo: R. and C. Lobban, 2008)
exercises its jurisdiction provided that such Native Law
and Custom is not contrary to justice, morality or or-
der éo However, all the beneficial effects in regard to

the growth of the Souther
By recognizing and affirming the customaintegrity were relatively shiived due to the
practices of the Natives, the British Govereruption of the second civil war of 1983.
ment had put herself in a favorable position as
far as the administration of the Southern Suda- Chi ef ds Court in the S
nese was concerned. It was a huge recognition Liberated areas
for the natives with significant political impact
in the contemporary Southern Sudan. THee eruption of the second civil war in 1983
same recognition was accorded to the Natdestabilized the civil system in the Southern
Courts by the Sudanese Government, wherSiu d a n particularly the
1977 itenactedtite o p | e d s L o c anbtto @asuta turned che old Bldanbige
Makec, John, The Essential for the Re of Qistomanyl build a new and democratic Sudan
Law in the Southern Sutlaeyestingly enough,on top of it. The revolution spearheaded by the
the above quoted persalghn Wuol Makex SPLA/M militarized the civil system in such a
the present Chief Justice of the Southern Suday that Chiefs were chosen or selected rather,
Supreme Court. That Act repealed the origibgl the Military Commander of the area. Loyalty
ordinance, but interestingly enough though;tatthe Movement was the paramount require-
replaced it with an almost identical mandate. ments for getting elected, which in turn jeop-
Hoth Chan in front of Judiciary, ardized the partiality and neutrality of the
Government of South Sudan (GOSS) Chiefs. Civil laws were made-sutinate to
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the Marti al Laws 1 n theiSaouthern Sudan housefNatiorsand tiw@ugh wa r
operations. This concept had crippled the ciiem a lasting and enduring nation can be build
system thereby reducing the powers of tradiere customary laws would be accorded more
tional Chiefs in the Southern Sudan, a problemight when it comes to the settlements of
which the SPLA/M came to recognized vegommunal disputes.
late (1994). The diminution or subversion of
the Chiefsd aut hor it ylushfisasionsfor ariten lcustonvaiy avas i t | i
tions on their ability to execute the law and a
consequent weakening of traditional Customéirpas to be emphasis here that there are com-
systems. The implementation of military tribpelling arguments on both sides in regards to
nals in place of customary courts throughabe written form of customary laws. This is
the civil wars was commonplace and typicalobivious when talking to ordinary people here in
the deliberate or inadvertent actions which o®outh Sudan about codifying their Customs.
time eroded the status of Chiefs within thélihe principal reasoning often given were that
communitiessee for instance; Abdel Salem, whereas all the laws are prone to interpretation,
Civil Society and the future of Sudan. Phoami8tate law is more susceptible to misinter-
(2001), Red Sea Press. pretations and bias. Some of the resistance in
regard to written customary laws ideas among
Chiefsd6 Court af tSeuth SudareseGsPthat customary law reflects
the contemporary customs, practices and beliefs
The signing of the Comprehensive Peasea community. These customs may change
Agreement (CPA) had marked the end of thad that customary laws must not be static, but
South Sudanese Revolution, | suppose, as ttexible enough to reflect the changing phase of
cause was recognized by the International Cone- society in question. That is, any move to
munity. A rebuilding process for the key instiedify or documents these laws to written form
tutions (among them the Judiciary) in the Sowthuld certainly limit their flexibility. However,
was initiated and funded by the donors Cothe above arguments have both negative and
munities through the United Nation Agenciegositive points defending on how one look at it.
In fact, a sizeable number of Judges are rnbe point here is to modernize traditional sys-
being trained in the neighboring countries. Ttean so as to make it competitive with the
training program of the Judges is funded blyanging phase of other laws.
World Community through UNDP in order to
build a capacity of the Judiciary of the Southdime reasons for push for uniformity of the Cus-
Sudan. However, one of the vital areas ignotechary Laws in Southern Sudan has something
already by the International Community and ttee do with how different communities deals
Government of the Southern Sudan is the tradith one another when it comes to certain is-
tional chiefs sector. No doubt that the Chie$sies of paramount important. For instance, on
are the custodians of the customary laws in the following issues: Marriage, Divorce, child
Southern Sudan and through them the admi@ustody, Adultery, Property, Social Obligations,
stration of the local customs could becomiter alia All of these goes to the very hard of
sustainable. The idea of building the judiganfusion, which should be harmonized by
system from top to bottom thereby ignoringritten common Customary Laws agreed upon
that sensitive area of empowering the trady all the communities inhabiting this part of
tional system is a sure way of missing the thig country. At the same token, there are
picture of building a unify South Sudan Natioaqually compelling arguments for the written
No house can stand for a long time withoutdmwn of customary laws, citing the study con-
solid foundation. Chiefs are the foundation dficted byAleu Akechak, Robert A Leitch, and B.
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they must be included within the domain
of the Judiciary. Judges at every level of
Judiciary must have at least equal access
to and knowledge of the body of a par-
ticular customary law code as they do to
domestic statutory law or any other body
of law.

Third, it is clear that the customary law sys-
tems of Southern Sudan will, in the fu-
ture, have to be reconciled, on a frequent
basis, with other bodies of law, particu-
larly: domestic statutory law, Sharia law,
International Humanitarian law and, at
least in the short term, military law. All
of these

bodies of laws are to be found in written
form. A written form of customary law
would be better understood by external
organizations and enable a closer har-
mony between the various bodies of law.

Fourth, the appeals court process already has
the effect of causing individual custom-
ary law with reduced to writing when
higher court judges make decisions. Ra-

Justice Ayak-der Kom Awan, Supreme Court tionalizing precedent law with customary

Judiciary of the Southern Sudan (Lobban, 2008) law would be much more effective where
bodies of law are already written.

Hum, for the World Vision & The South Sudan Se-

cretariat of Legal and ConstitutiongdAAStaidy Ways Forward
of Customary Law in Contemporary Southern Sudan
March, 2004): The present confusion between the Statutory
Courts and the Chiefds co
First, the huge shift of population bothop r oach i nstead of pushing

of and within the regions of Southerside. For one thing, Chiefs are very expert
Sudan has brought peoples of differemthen it comes to the handling of tribal customs
customs and practices in close vicinignd affairs. For another, most of the Chiefs
with each other (this trend is predicted tare more matured and could handle both Judi-
increase as r e f ugatas wéll as Administrativesissuds biduttane-
abroad). The consequence has beemugly. What they need in order to function well
marked increase in conflict between dir do their works more efficiently and effec-
ferent customary law systems. The lagliely is to get a little bit of trainings, which they
of formal written codes of law has beegre not given at the present. The International
both increased the complexity of thgsommunity and the Government of the South-
courtds tasks andgpyagfhfnhak b SindePstaldGtacempoleting
reconciliation amongst parties who moyge, v qitional sector is the only way of solving

often than not are ignorant of their reg, . o, qing confusion between the traditional
spective customary laws, more difficult.

Second point, if the customary laws are %lthorltles (Chiefs) and the statutory courts.
continue to thrive in Southern Sudan,
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